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For students aiming to pass the JLPT level  N2

Japanese Language Classes

This course is targeted at students who have acquired lower elementary-level grammar and vocabulary 
levels through more than approximately 150 learning hours. It is appropriate for those who have finished 
studying with lower elementary textbooks such as Minna-no Nihongo Shokyu I and Genki I.

■ There are field trips per semester.

Kobe City University of Foreign Studies (KCUFS) welcomes international students who want to study Japanese 
in an intensive schedule in our Japanese Language Program (JLP) for one semester / one academic year. 
In addition, international students can take regular university courses offered to KCUFS undergraduates.

All classes are offered in Japanese mainly. All students are required to take a placement test when starting the 
program in Japan and are then divided into groups based on their Japanese proficiency.
Instructors are committed to creating a positive 
and supportive learning environment in which 
students can realize their full potential. Classes 
are designed to promote improvement in the 
four essential skills of Japanese language 
learning: speaking, listening, reading and 
writing. In addition, other classes, such as Kanji 
and Japanese Affairs, are offered.
The courses in our Japanese Language Program 
are targeted at upper elementary, lower 
intermediate, and upper intermediate-level 
students.

Curriculum

Upper Elementary Course

Regular University Courses
KCUFS has five departments: English Studies, Russian Studies, Chinese Studies, Spanish Studies and 
International Relations. Students can take regular undergraduate course classes in the five departments and 
study with Japanese students. The courses cover Languages, Linguistics, Literature, Culture, History, Law, 
Commerce, Economy, Education, and Psychology.
JLP students who are in graduate programs at their home universities are allowed to take graduate course 
subjects at KCUFS.

For students aiming to pass the JLPT level  N4

This course is targeted at students who have acquired upper elementary grammar and vocabulary levels 
through more than approximately 300 learning hours. It is appropriate for those who have finished 
studying with upper elementary textbooks such as Minna-no Nihongo Shokyu II and Genki II.

Lower Intermediate Course

This course is targeted at students who have acquired lower intermediate grammar and vocabulary levels 
through more than approximately 500 learning hours. It is appropriate for those who have finished 
studying with lower intermediate textbooks such as Minna-no Nihongo Chukyu I.

Upper Intermediate Course

For students aiming to pass the JLPT level  N3



Fall
2018

＊ Exams of regular course subjects will finish on February 12 in the fall semester.

＊ The contents of the program are subject to change.

＊ Details will be published on our website in August, 2018.
＊ The regular course subjects’ exam period for the Spring Semester will be finished by the second week of August

JLP Academic Calendar
Students can study for one or two semester(s), starting either in Fall 2018 or Spring 2019.

9 September

Fall Semester

Spring Vacation Spring Semester

10 October 11 November 12 December 1 January 2 February

3 March 4 April 5 May 6 June 7 July 8 August

September 11
September 12-13
September 13
September 18-20
September 21
December 22-January 6
February 4

Designated Accommodation Move-in Date
Post-arrival Orientation
JLP Fall Semester begins (Placement Test, Opening Ceremony)
Individual Counseling, Class Placement
Classes start
Winter Break
JLP Fall Semester ends

�e last week of July or
the �rst week of August

�e last week of March 
�e �rst week of April

Designated Accommodation Move-in Date, Post-arrival Orientation
 JLP Spring Semester begins
JLP Spring Semester ends

●Opening Ceremony● Japanese 
　 Graduation 
　 Ceremony

● Closing Ceremony

● Closing Ceremony● Opening Ceremony

The schedule is subject to change. 
Please visit our website for updates.

Spring
Vacation

Summer Vacation

Winter
Vacation

JLP ALBUM

Spring
2019



Club Activities

Sports:
Karate / Japanese Archery / Kendo / 
Aikido / Tennis / Soccer / Baseball / 
Swimming / Dance / Basketball /
Badminton / Volleyball / Rugby /
Wandervogel (Hiking) / Lacrosse / etc..

Culture, Language, Music &
Volunteering:
Tea Ceremony / Fine Arts / Acting /
Spanish Language Study / ESS / 
Choir / Russian Language /
Folk Song / Flamenco / Movies / etc..

KCUFS Clubs
There are many club activities at KCUFS. Joining a club is a great opportunity to communicate with KCUFS 
students, as well as having fun!

Student Support

JLP Partners
JLP partners provide immediate support and friendship to new JLP 
students and help them successfully adjust to the new culture and 
environment in Japan. For each new JLP student, a couple of current 
KCUFS students become his or her partners. JLP partners begin 
communicating with new JLP students before their arrival in Japan to 
help them prepare for what’s ahead at KCUFS. The partners continue 
to befriend and support JLP students in daily life inside and outside 
the campus and also offer opportunities to practice Japanese outside 
classes.

“GAIDAI CHAT” in Foreign Languages
Those who are interested in teaching their mother tongue to foreign 
learners have a great chance to do so with GAIDAI CHAT. You will get 
not only to talk about many topics in your own language in a relaxed 
environment outside classes with KCUFS students, but you will also get 
to make new friends who are enthusiastic about your language and 
culture. Every term, hourly chat sessions are held in a variety of foreign 
languages. Please come and have a great time both teaching and 
learning at Gaidai Chat!

Student Life



Student Voices

Xiaoyan Qi (Beijing Language and Culture University, China)
If I really need to find a word to express my feelings and emotions about the JLP, I think 
there is no word better than ‘treasure’. Not only have I strengthened my Japanese 
ability in the JLP class, but also I have known an amount of Japanese traditional 
culture through a series of events held by KCUFS. Everyone here is really kind and 
warm-hearted and you even don’t need to 
worry about anything because you will find 
everyone is really pleased to help you when 
you face something hard to deal with. As for 
Kobe, I think it is a city where you can take 
your time. Maybe it is not as busy as Tokyo 
where I have been for a week, but you will find 
everything is so convenient that you even get 
to love Kobe. I would like to recommend the 
JLP in KCUFS to you because I have found my 
‘treasure’ here.

Victor Sanchez Perez (Autonomous University of Madrid, Spain)
My stay in KCUFS has made me grown as a person overwhelmingly. It is true that 
when you go to a foreign country you learn something new every day. I chose this 
university because of a recommendation of a KCUFS student who came to my 
university and I haveń t regretted this choice even once. The JLP program was 
astonishingly well prepared comparing to what Í ve been told about other 
universities and it́ s full of activities indoors and outdoors. The classification in 
courses A, B and C also helps to have a better and more personal experience. 
During my stay in Japan, Í ve visited my home universitý s friends in their cities and 
haveń t thought “that university is better” in any of the cases. KCUFS is a university 
surrounded by a breathtaking sight and the atmosphere is quiet and calm, the best for learning. The building 
distribution also helps to find all the classes quickly. My experience in Kobe has been, as I said before, one of 
the best I have had. Kobé s location has allowed me to travel to lots of historical interesting places such as 
Kyoto, Osaka, Himeji, etc. I strongly recommend this university.

Information
Accommodation :

Eligible Students :

Scholarships :

Nomination Deadline :

Application Deadline :

Accommodation details will be published on our website in the “Kobe City University 
of Foreign Studies Exchange Program Fact Sheet” and the “Accommodation 
Information Sheet”

－ Exchange students from partner universities
＊Students must be enrolled in undergraduate/graduate courses at the time of 
applying for and finishing the JLP program.

＊Reapplications to this program will not be accepted.
－ Students who aim to pass the JLPT levels N4 through N2.
＊There is neither a lower elementary level course (corresponding approximately to 
the JLPT N5 level) nor an advanced level course.

－ Students who can certify they have the following results on any of these 
certificates or an equivalent proof : CEFR B1, IELTS 4.5, TOEFL iBT 60. 

Students from partner universities might be eligible for scholarships.
. Please inquire for more details through KCUFS’s international office.

February 13, 2018 (Japan Standard Time) for Fall 2018
August 31, 2018 (Japan Standard Time) for Spring 2019

April 13, 2018 (Japan Standard Time) for Fall 2018
　▶ Screening and notification will be completed in late May.

October 31, 2018(Japan Standard Time) for Spring 2019
　▶ Screening and notification will be completed in late December.



TOKYO

KYOTOKOBE

Kobe City University of Foreign Studies is devoted to the studies of foreign languages and cultures. KCUFS offers 
five undergraduate-degree programs: English Studies, Russian Studies, Chinese Studies, Spanish Studies, and 
International Relations. The students study foreign languages and cultures as well as other liberal arts fields. They 
learn to express their opinions effectively in several foreign languages, and also acquire the practical skills needed 
in modern society, in addition to broadening their perspectives on global issues. Furthermore, KCUFS has a 
graduate program in which students can continue their areas of research. As a municipal university corporation, 
KCUFS strives to contribute to the academic and cultural development of the local community, and its doors are 
open to all students who seek to grow and discover for themselves.
For further information, please access our webpage at http://www.kobe-cufs.ac.jp/english/index.html

Kobe City University of Foreign Studies (KCUFS)

International Office
Kobe City University of Foreign Studies
9-1, Gakuen-higashi-machi, Nishi-ku, Kobe 651-2187, JAPAN
TEL : +81-78-794-8171 FAX : +81-78-794-8178

Email : international-office@office.kobe-cufs.ac.jp

Inquiries

Blessed with beautiful nature of mountains and sea, Kobe is very popular 
city to live in Japan.  It has a 1.5 million population and is the 7th largest city 
in Japan.  As it developed as a trading port since ancient times, Kobe has a 
vibrant culture flourished by a diverse population of foreign residents and 
their communities.  Located in the historic Kansai area, Kobe is an ideal hub 
to enjoy a day trip to Japan’s old capitals Kyoto and Nara as well as Osaka or 
other famous cities. You can easily access to those places in a short time.
For further information : http://feel-kobe.jp/_en/

Kobe City


