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It is always a problem getting students to talk informally in English: However interesting the topic
we suggest, they often prefer to keep silent, or to express themselves their mother tongue.
This talk suggests a few guidelines that will go some way towards solving these problems,
illustrated by some practical activities intended for students at various levels of proficiency.
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Penny Ur has 35 years’ experience as an English teacher in elementary, middle,
and high schools in Israel. Now retired, she has taught BA and MA courses at
Oranim Academic College of Education and Haifa University.

She has been a featured speaker at TESOL, IATEFL, and many other English
teaching conferences worldwide. For 10 years she edited the Cambridge
Handbooks for Language Teachers series.

Her books include Discussions that Work (1981), Five Minute Activities
(coauthored with Andrew Wright, 1992), Grammar Practice Activities (2009),
Vocabulary Activities (2012), and A Course in English Language Teaching
(2012), all published by Cambridge University Press.
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