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Theoretically, the Chinaman has to make an enormous
number of characters before he can write his own language, so
that, at the age of twenty-five, a diligent student has barely
acquired the same amount of facility in reading and writing
which is usually attained by an English child — using the
twenty-six characters of his alphabet — at the age of ten.
(Edward Clodd, The Story of the Alphabet, 1900)
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China, ... 1s the land of arrested developments, and

consequently its writing has remained for probably two
thousand years at a rudimentary stage. (Edward Clodd,

The Story of the Alphabet, 1900)
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