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*Adapted from Simon Brittan, Poetry, Symbol, and Allegory: Interpreting Metaphorical Language from Plato to
the Present (University of Virginia Press, 2003), pp.99-105.
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*Adapted from Terry Eagleton, Literary Theory: An Introduction (Blackwell, 1996), pp.19-21.
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(1) John Donne

(2) Moby Dick

(3) iambic pentameter
(4) context

(5) dystopia
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Write an essay of 300-400 words answering one of the following questions. When appropriate, illustrate with

examples from your own reading in English literature.

1. Which is more interesting to you: what a literary text tells us about the time when it was written, or about the

time when we are reading it?

2. When studying literature, should we focus only on works that are accepted as ‘great’, or should we also read

things that are ‘average’, or even ‘bad’?

3. Can a work of literature be understood if it is read only in translation?





