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(1) Proofreading may well be considered an unglamorous profession. Proofreaders working for newspaper
companies are journalists who don’t write stories. Day in and day out, their task is to pore over other people’s
articles and check them for errors—and all in a frantic race againsf time to make the deadline.‘!

(2) They know that proofreading is often said to be the “last bastion,” but they aren’t exactly sure what they are
defending,.

(3) For the newspaper to maintain credibility, proofreaders are “unsung heroes” who are absolutely indispensable.
(4) In the United States, Meta Platforms Inc. (formerly Facebook) is eliminating fact checkers. This about-face is
apparently in response to the conservative argument that checking social media posts constitutes censorship.

(5) 1t is certainly not easy to balance “freedom of expression” and “dealing with toxic posts.” But the number of
Meta users now reaches 3 billion around the world, and I cannot help but be deeply concerned when I think of the
tremendous influence and responsibility of this mega-media. And let us not forget that social media platforms are
already being overrun by disinformation, violently shaking democracy in the process.

(VOX POPULI: “Social media further blurring the line between fact and fiction,” The Asahi Shimbun, Jan. 10,

2025, p. 1.)
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