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Women's labour in the Indian Khadi movement and women’s labour during the
British Industrial Revolution, as analysed by Maxine Berg, share important similarities
but also differ in their historical context, political meaning, and forms of recognition.
A key similarity lies in the centrality yet devaluation of women’s labour. In Berg’s
study, women remained numerically central to industrial production, especially in
textiles, but their work was increasingly classified as unskilled due to a gendered
redefinition of skill. Similarly, in the Khadi movement, women’s spinning and weaving
labour was essential to the production of khadi cloth and to the movement’s economic
viability, yet it was often framed as “natural,” domestic, and supplementary rather
than as skilled labour. In both cases, women’s work was indispensable while being
systematically undervalued.

However, the two contexts differ significantly in their political and ideological framing.
In Berg's analysis, the devaluation of women’s labour emerged from industrial
capitalism and male centred institutional definitions of skill, largely without
challenging existing power structures. In contrast, the Khadi movement deliberately
mobilised women’s domestic labour as a form of anti colonial resistance. Spinning
was invested with symbolic value as an expression of national self reliance and moral

virtue, even as it reinforced gendered divisions of labour.





