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(Adapted from “The Plain Sense of Things” in Frank Kermode, An Appetite for Poetry [Harvard University
Press, 1989], 172-74)
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(Adapted from Bettina Kiimmerling-Meibauer, “Picturebook” in Claudia Nelson et al [ed.], The Routledge
Companion to Children’s Literature and Culture [Routledge, 2024], 97-98)
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1. Allen Ginsberg
2. Beowulf

3. H.G. Wells
4. Mary Shelley
5. Middlemarch
6. Oscar Wilde
7. Othello

8. Postmodernism

9. Satire

10. The Scarlet Letter
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BIRAIV  Write an essay in approximately 350-500 words in response to the question below.
Please illustrate with examples from your own reading.

QUESTION
Here are some of the purposes of reading and studying literature: To deepen our
understanding of language; To teach us about ourselves; To teach us about people who are
different from ourselves; To connect with a cultural tradition; To reflect the problems of the
world, and maybe change if for the better. Of these, which do you think are the more

important, and which comparatively unimportant?





